Composting Solutions for Yard Waste

Stop! Before you dump your fall
leaves or grass clippings down
the storm drain or in the nearest
stream, consider this environ-
mentally friendly idea. Start a
compost pile or bin. Composting
is a simple, economical way to re-
cycle your household scraps and
yard trimmings into a nutritious
meal for all of your plantings, not
to mention all of the beneficial
insects and microorganisms that
will feast on it.

Composting makes sense,
because it keeps useful organic
materials from filling up the lo-
cal landfill. In some states, it
is now against the law to put
organic materials in the landfill,
since they are relatively clean
and biodegradable, and take up
needed space. Another reason to

~—compost isthe-reward-of -having-a— i

free soil enhancement, which can
be used on your landscape, gar-
den or shared with your neighbor.
All organic materials decom-
pose. Composting hastens the
process by providing an ideal en-
vironment for bacteria and other
decomposers to thrive. These
microorganisms need four ele-
ments to do their work: These
elements are nitrogen, moisture,
carbon, and oxygen. For the
best results, mix high-nitrogen
materials like clover and fresh
grass clippings with high-carbon
materials like dried leaves and
twigs. Adding wood chips to
branches and twigs allows more
oxygen to get into the pile and
adds a nice fragrance. If you
have more woody materials than
green materials, you can add a

little nitrogen, in the form of lawn
fertilizer, to balance the nitrogen-
carbon ratio. Rainwater provides
moisture, or you can water and
cover the pile with a tarp, to keep
it moist, if rainfall is in short sup-
ply. Turning and mixing the pile
lets the oxygen in.

To begin, you can use a
simple pile, a barrel or bin, or
you can build a frame from old

lumber, bricks, and chicken wire,
so there is @ minimal expense
involved. There are also a variety
of composting bins available at
your local hardware or lawn and
garden store or via the internet.
If you prefer, composting can be
done inside your garage or shed.

There are two.methods of
composting: cold composting and
hot composting.
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