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Dear Constituents: 
 

I  am very hopeful that by the time you are reading this, the 
Route 82 Bridge and road widening ceremony is but a memory 
and everyone is enjoying our “wide open spaces”.  Because so 
many people were involved in this quest, it would be ludicrous to 
try and single out a few to thank (but you know that I am going 
to try).  At the top of the list is Congressman LaTourette.  When I 
took office, the bridge project was coming.  However, there was 
no money to buy the right-of-way and no contract signed with the 
railroad.  

 
How could it be coming?  It was clear that it wouldn’t be coming unless we were able to 
get a whole lot of help. 
 

Congressman LaTourette was visited frequently by me and our City Engineer.  On many occasions 
we drove up to his office in Painesville.  With his help, we were able to get $2.7 million dollars 
from an earmark in the Transportation Bill that passed Congress in 2004.  This money was very 
important for many reasons but believe me; it was needed to back us as we went forth to get more 
Federal Funding.  Having that money allowed us more leverage for Federal funding dollars!  
Almost 40 years ago the bridge was going to cost the residents of Macedonia $3.4 million dollars.  

November 6, 2009 

 A Message from our Mayor… 

The Crossroads of Northeast 



 
THE LISTENING CORNER 

 
Have questions for the Mayor, 
concerns about the City, or 
suggestions? 

Email Mayor Don Kuchta at 
dkuchta@macedonia.oh.us 

or call 330-468-8322 

Today the bridge was built at a cost of $15 million, of which the charge was cut to $3.2 million to the Macedonia 
residents.  We will probably get 30 years to pay for it!  This will not be charged to a resident directly, but it is just 
another example how Macedonia Tax Dollars are spent wisely.  That means almost $12 million dollars was funded by 
County, State, and Federal dollars.  What cost is left was put on a S.I.B. loan (State Infrastructure Bank) which is free 
until you use it; and then it has a very low cost of interest.  The moral of this story is once you have a project that the 
Federal Government has invested money into, your chances to succeed rise dramatically.  So very simply put…without 
Congressman LaTourette, we would still be driving through a bridge that was designed for horses and buggies! 
 
Of course we can’t thank Kenmore Construction enough for getting the job done ahead of schedule!  You may see 
some lane closures to finish the odds and ends, but the main job was to open the road and that is what was done 
quickly and efficiently.  ODOT had a foreman on sight by the name of Sava, and he did a terrific job.  Thanks go to 
ODOT (especially Sava). 
 
I think it was very uncooperative of the Railroad to close the tracks at Highland Road before we 
completed Route 82.  We had begged them to wait a week, but with no luck. This just added to the 
confusion of the last minute rush to get Route 82 complete.  It was stressful for everyone, to say the least! 
 
We are also going to have people working on the traffic light coordination.  I am sure they will be 
adjusted more than once.  Little final “tweaks” are always necessary and could be going on for months. 
 
Please help me thank my staff for pulling everything together. 
 
WE DID IT!   YEAH! 
 
And remember….if at first you don’t succeed, try trying. 
 
      

Mayor Don Kuchta 
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Rt. 82 Ribbon Cutting - Invitees 

 Rt. 82 Ribbon Cutting - Invitees 
Mayor Don Kuchta  - Rt. 82 Ribbon Cutting 

Dignitaries (left to right) , Timothy Edgington/Nordonia Hills Chamber, 
Mayor Don Kuchta, Nick Kostandaras/Summit County Council Pres., Brian 
Williams/State Repr. 41st District, Al Brubaker/County Engineer, Sava 
Gmitric/Project Engr.ODOT-Dist.4, Nick Ciofani/Dist rict Repr.Congressman 
LaTourette, Mr.Scala, Pres.Kenmore Construction. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over 240 students from local school districts of Ledgeview, Northfield and Rushwood schools 
visited City Hall during the month of October for Student Government Day.  Mayor Don Kuchta 
spoke to the children about the inter-workings of city government.  A presentation was also given by each Department 

Director as they gave an overview of what their department is responsible for in keeping our 
city clean and safe.  Children broke out into groups and were given a tour of the facilit ies.  
Some of the highlights were sitting in the Mayor’s chair as the Mayor gave 
each of them a hypothetical and asked how they would handle a situation.  
The children visited the jail cells, our fire truck fleet, sign shop, service 
trucks, and Dispatch Center to name a few!  The Mayor and all Department 
Directors found their visit to be a most rewarding experience by all. 
 
 
 

 

Message from Diana Augustine 
Mayor’s Administrative Executive 

330.468.8322�

City-School 
Government Day 



City Council 
330.468.8340 Building Department 

330.468.8360 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ELECTION  Tuesday Nov 3  
Mayor’s Court  Wednesday Nov 4 9:30am 
DSCC Wednesday Nov 4 7pm- In Council 

Caucus (Call 330-468-
8300 to verify) 

Pancake & 
Sausage 
Breakfast 

Sunday Nov 8 8am-2pm Sponsored by 
Macedonia Firefighter 
Association / Event at 
Fire Department Fire 
Bays 

Planning 
Commission 

Monday Nov 9 5:30pm 

Mayor’s Court  Wednesday Nov 11 9:30am 
Regular 
Council 

Thursday Nov 12 7:30pm (Work Session 
at 6:30pm) 

JEDD Monday Nov 16 6:30pm 
Parks & 
Recreation 

Tuesday Nov 17 7pm @ Recreation 
Center 

Mayor’s Court  Wednesday Nov 18 9:30am 
Planning 
Commission 

Monday Nov 23 5:30pm 

Adm & Council 
Offices Closed 

Thursday  
Nov 26 

In Observance of 
Thanksgiving 

Adm & Council 
Offices Closed 

Friday Nov 27 In Observance of 
Thanksgiving Week-end 

November – 2009 
City of Macedonia Public Notice of Meetings 

Calendar of Events & Dates of Interest 
Construction Updates 

 

ROUTE 82: 
The new and improved Route 82 is now open! Access to 
Crow from Route 82 is also available. We hope you enjoy a 
quicker commute.  
 
 
 
HIGHLAND RAILROAD CLOSURE: 
Norfolk and Southern has had the Highland Road railroad 
tracks closed since October 26th. The road closure is 
scheduled to reopen by the end of this week. Contact the 
Building Department for alternate routes.  
 
Many of you have inquired about the median that was to be 
installed on Route 82 from Macedonia Commons Boulevard 
to the South Freeway Drive/South Bedford Road 
intersection. The project has currently been put on hold. 
Access to the I-271 North on ramp is still accessible to both 
west and eastbound traffic as is Macedonia Commons 
Boulevard.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio Department of Development 
 

Now that cold weather has arrived, we suggest taking a 
glance at the Ohio Department of Development website 
at:                    
http://development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/energyhelp.htm.  
They offer assistance to low-income residents to help 
pay for heat, electricity and weatherizing their homes.   

Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) 

The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) is a 
federally funded program administered by the Ohio 
Department of Development, Office of Community 
Service (OCS). It is designed to help eligible low-income 
Ohioans meet the high costs of home heating. If you are 
eligible for assistance, the amount of your one-time HEAP 
benefit will depend on federal funding levels, how many 
people live with you, total household income and the 
primary fuel you use to heat your home. In most cases, the 
one-time benefit will be a credit applied to your energy 
bill by your utility company (or fuel vendor). http:// 
www.development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/heap.htm 

Home Weatherization Assistance Program 
(HWAP) 

 
Ohio's Home Weatherization Assistance Program is 
a federally funded low-income residential energy 
efficiency program. The program reduces low-
income households' energy use, thus creating more 
affordable housing for those in most need. Services 
include attic, wall and basement insulation; blower-
door-guided air leakage reduction; heating system 
repairs or replacements; and health and safety 
testing and inspections. All measures are provided 
based on an on-site energy audit and on cost-
effective guidelines developed using the NEAT 
computerized energy audit. Individualized client 
education is an important component of the 
program.  
http://development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/hwap.htm 

Electric Partnership Program (EPP) 
 

As part of Ohio's electric industry restructuring act (Senate 
Bill 3), a Universal Service Fund (USF) was established to 
serve low-income residents who have high electricity 
usage. USF's Electric Partnership Program (EPP) is 
designed to improve the electric eff iciency of low-income 
households who participate in PIPP (Percentage of Income 
Payment Plan) by performing in-home audits and installing 
appropriate electric base load and thermal energy 
efficiency measures. Consumer education that helps PIPP 
participants get the most benefit from their electricity 
while learning ways to lower the amount of it they use is 
an integral part of the service delivery to every household. 
http://development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/epp.htm 
 



Fire Department 
330.468.8339 
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The Silverdonians of Macedonia are a group 
of senior citizens that meet the first Monday of each 
month at Macedonia City Hall.  They gather in the 
Community Room to share an afternoon of good 
friends, good food and hopefully some good speakers 
or a movie!! 
 

Macedonia Seniors that would like to join us 
are welcome, but we do ask that you call us for 
reservations the Wednesday before our luncheon.  
The Village Restaurant in Oakwood is our wonderful 
caterer, and we need to give Sharon a total count.  The 
luncheon starts at 12 noon and the speaker begins at 
1:00 pm. 
 

The cost is only $3.00 and worth every penny!  
If you are interested in more information about our 
luncheon, please feel free to call Dianne at 330-468-
8339 or Denise at 330-468-8300. 

Events coming up include… 
Monday – December 7, 2009 

Christmas Party 
Hope you can join us!! 

For more information, check our 
web site: www.macedonia.oh.us 

 

“The Silverdonian 
          Connection” Partners 4 Safety 

Presents 
Avoiding Recipes 

For Disaster 

A Cooking Fire Prevention Class 
 

Date:  Thursday, Nov. 19th 
Time:  9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Place:  American Red Cross 
            501 W. Market Street 
            Akron, OH  44303 
Registration Required:  330.375.2211 
 

RSVP by Thursday, Nov. 12th 

Trained Fire Fighters will show you how to: 
 
PREPARE - Your home 4 safety 
PREVENT - Cooking fires in your home 
REACT – Properly to emergency situations 
 
Certificates of completion will be presented at the 
end of the class. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where: Macedonia Fire Department 
   9691 Valley View Road 
   Macedonia, OH  44056 
 
When:  Sunday, November 8, 2009 
   8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
Cost:  Adult - $5.00 
   Child - $3.00 (12 and under) 
   Children 3 and under - FREE  
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Police Department 
330.468.1234 

Recreation Department 
330.468.8370 

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                            

New Law In Effect 
 
A new law effective July 1st  requires 
every driver to turn on their head lights 
when their windshield wipers are on.  
This will increase everyone’s visibility 
when it is raining, and hopefully 
reduce traffic crashes.  

Community Book Swap 
Turn in your used books:  November 9 – 12 
Shop for “new” books:  November 13 & 14 

 
Do you have books that you’ve read and don’t 
know what to do with? Looking for something 
new to read but don’t want to spend the money? 
Bring your gently used books to the Macedonia 
Family Recreation Center during Rec. center 
hours. You will receive a voucher for each book 
you submit which will be good to purchase “new” 
books on November 13 & 14 from 9:00 a.m. – 
 6:00 p.m. Additional books are $ .50. 

Mountaineer Casino 
Monday November 23 

 
Mountaineer Racetrack and Gaming 
Resort is a West Virginia entertainment 
destination resort featuring 3,000 slots, 
year round thoroughbred racing, 
simulcast racing and table games. You’ll 
want to make Mountaineer your next 
destination for non-stop entertainment! 
$15 in free play given to each person.  

ATTENTION!! 
November 30th, 2009 

 
Prepare for removal of stop light at the 
intersection of North Bedford Road and 
Ledge Road. 
 
This intersection will become a 4-way STOP 
with a 4-way red flashing light! 
 



Service Department 
330.468.8330 

                     
                        
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Our residential recycling bins (18 gallon 
curbside bins) have been backordered and 
the new contract start date has been pushed 
back to December 1, 2009.  This means that 
residents will be receiving their new bins 
for recycling during the last week of 
November and can start setting them out 
for collection on their regular garbage day 
during the first week of December!  Thank 
you!  We apologize for any inconvenience 
this may have caused residents, but we 
want all residents to start the program at 
the same time.  Please expect further 
information in the mail from our rubbish 
collection service provider, Republic Waste. 
 
Thank you! 
  
PLEASE CALL 330-468-8324 -  IF YOU HAVE 
ANY QUESTIONS 

RUBBISH COLLECTION UPDATE 

 

MACEDONIA LEAF COLLECTION  

 
The City of Macedonia Autumn Leaf Collection 
Program has begun! 
 
If you have any questions about the leaf 
collection service, or would like to know what 
area our crews are working in, please call the 
Service Department office at 330- 468-8324 or 
see www.macedonia.oh.us Customarily, the 
City is able to provide three (3) collection 
passes through the city, weather permitting. 
 
END OF COLLECTION:  The last day to place 
your leaves out for collection is Monday, 
November 30, 2009 AT 6:00 A.M., weather 
permitting.  On this date, the City will start one 
final round of leaf collection throughout the city.  
If your leaves are placed out after this date and 
after we passed by, you will not receive collection.  
 



In Honor of Those Who Serve…. 
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Support Our Troops 
Remember our Veterans 

 

 
Many of our Macedonia residents are currently 
serving in the Armed Forces.  
 
 On behalf of the City of Macedonia, the 
Macedonia Messenger would like to pay special 
tribute in our upcoming publications.   
 
Please forward information including name, 
where they currently serve and photos if 
available, to Denise Slovan at 
dslovan@macedonia.oh.us or call  
330-468-8300.   
 
Residents who are veterans are also asked to 
please share their names and information as 
well.   

 

Frank Posar 
Staff Sergeant 

U.S. Army Security Agency 
1964-1968 

Served in 13 countries 
Home base Asmara, Ethiopia 

Sergeant Matthew Foust 
U.S. Marine Corps 

Active Duty - Afghanistan 

Ken Turley 
Infantry Soldier 

U.S. Army  
101st Airborne 

1979-1983 


