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Dear Constituents:   
 
Whining.  My dad would be on my case if I did that way back when I 
was “wet behind the ears”.  (He would say, “don’t be a whiner”!) 

 
If there ever was a moment that elected officials were 
overwhelmed by the challenges of economic conditions, this 

would be it!  But, we are not whining! 
 
It is a factual statement. 
 
Your local leadership has risen to the occasion with budget cuts that 
can sometimes strain our residents’ patience.  A good example of that 
is no overtime for leaf pickup.  That means we pick up leaves 
Monday through Friday only.  This has a direct impact on 
the pickup. It doesn’t help much if all the leaves fall at the 
same time either.  That can be a good thing…and a bad 
thing. 
 
We are doing more with less in every department.  We do not have 
lay-offs; however, we are not filling positions that are open by 
attrition.  My department heads know the new swear word….”spend”.  
They are doing an amazing job of doing without and tightening the 
belt.  How long will that be able to last?  All that I can really say is 
that after 6 years of building our rainy day fund from zero to almost 
$600,000, it is possible for it to melt away next year.  I am not 
whining. 

        MACEDONIA MESSENGER 
       E-Bulletin Update of the City of Macedonia 

     A bi-weekly publication of The City of Macedonia 
       330.468.8300 

                                                             
The Crossroads of Northeast Ohio                                                     www.macedonia.oh.us        

 A Message from our Mayor… 

November 19, 2009 
Announcements 

 

“Happy Thanksgiving” 
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Prepare for removal 
of stop light @ 

N. Bedford/Ledge 
November 30, 2009 

 
 

 
 
It has been calculated that the City has lost about 700 jobs. Our City Income Tax receipts have been 
declining steadily every month. It seems that we are developing a new base line that is lower.  
Nope, not a whine. 
 
We now have a new face to our community and our businesses seemed to have survived.  A new 
Wal-Mart will be built starting in March.  We have businesses that are coming in with plans to 
expand.  We have new businesses coming into town that have a peaked 
interest now that the old bridge is gone.  We have built over 50 new 
homes in Macedonia this year!  We are moving forward with yet more 
major infrastructure mega jobs that will add to the ability for us to say we 
are the Crossroads of Northeast Ohio and mean it!  We have location, 
location, location.  However, what good is that if you cannot get in or out of town?  I see great 
things here for the future.  One giant step has been taken and more are following.  I might be 
pushing daises from the bottom when we finally get to the point of those mega jobs being created in 
Macedonia, but I will be smiling.  Why? Because we will have reached the pinnacle for which we 
are destined.  We may even have to use the lottery system for those looking to locate here. 
 
Now I can stop whining (scratch that word).  What I meant to say was, now I can stop telling you 
the facts and sounding like a pessimist. 

 
Our glass is half full!  

 
I have been told that “ a lot of people that are worrying about the future should be 

preparing for it”.  
 
I think we are. 

 Mayor Don Kuchta 
 

                        
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE LISTENING CORNER 

 
Have questions for the Mayor, 
concerns about the City, or 
suggestions? 
 
Email Mayor Don Kuchta at 
dkuchta@macedonia.oh.us 
or call 330-468-8322 
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ELECTION  Tuesday Nov 3  

Mayor’s Court  Wednesday Nov 4 9:30am 

DSCC Wednesday Nov 4 7pm- In Council Caucus (Call 330-
468-8300 to verify) 

Pancake & Sausage 
Breakfast 

Sunday Nov 8 8am-2pm Sponsored by Macedonia 
Firefighter Association / Event at 
Fire Department Fire Bays 

Planning 
Commission 

Monday Nov 9 5:30pm 

Mayor’s Court  Wednesday Nov 11 9:30am 

Regular Council Thursday Nov 12 7:30pm (Work Session at 6:30pm) 

JEDD Monday Nov 16 6:30pm 

Parks & Recreation Tuesday Nov 17 7pm @ Recreation Center 

Mayor’s Court  Wednesday Nov 18 9:30am 

Planning 
Commission 

Monday Nov 23 5:30pm 

Adm & Council 
Offices Closed 

Thursday Nov 26 In Observance of Thanksgiving 

Adm & Council 
Offices Closed 

Friday Nov 27 In Observance of Thanksgiving 
Week-end 

November – 2009 
City of Macedonia Public Notice of Meetings 

Calendar of Events & Dates of Interest 

City Council 
330.468.8340 
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Building Department 
330.468.8360 

Mike Hlad, Commissioner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ohio Department of Development 
 

Now that cold weather has arrived, we suggest taking a glance at the 
Ohio Department of Development website at:                    
http://development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/energyhelp.htm.  They offer 
assistance to low-income residents to help pay for heat, electricity and 
weatherizing their homes.   

Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) 

The Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) is a 
federally funded program administered by the Ohio 
Department of Development, Office of Community 
Service (OCS). It is designed to help eligible low-
income Ohioans meet the high costs of home heating. 
If you are eligible for assistance, the amount of your 
one-time HEAP benefit will depend on federal 
funding levels, how many people live with you, total 
household income and the primary fuel you use to 
heat your home. In most cases, the one-time benefit 
will be a credit applied to your energy bill by your 
utility company (or fuel vendor). http:// 
www.development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/heap.htm 
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Home Weatherization Assistance Program 
(HWAP) 

 
Ohio's Home Weatherization Assistance Program is 
a federally funded low-income residential energy 
efficiency program. The program reduces low-
income households' energy use, thus creating more 
affordable housing for those in most need. Services 
include attic, wall and basement insulation; blower-
door-guided air leakage reduction; heating system 
repairs or replacements; and health and safety 
testing and inspections. All measures are provided 
based on an on-site energy audit and on cost-
effective guidelines developed using the NEAT 
computerized energy audit. Individualized client 
education is an important component of the 
program.  
http://development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/hwap.htm 

Electric Partnership Program (EPP) 
 

As part of Ohio's electric industry restructuring act (Senate Bill 
3), a Universal Service Fund (USF) was established to serve 
low-income residents who have high electricity usage. USF's 
Electric Partnership Program (EPP) is designed to improve the 
electric efficiency of low-income households who participate 
in PIPP (Percentage of Income Payment Plan) by performing 
in-home audits and installing appropriate electric base load and 
thermal energy efficiency measures. Consumer education that 
helps PIPP participants get the most benefit from their 
electricity while learning ways to lower the amount of it they 
use is an integral part of the service delivery to every 
household. http://development.ohio.gov/cdd/ocs/epp.htm 
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Finance Department 
330.468.8350 

Loren C. Sengstock, Director 

Did you ever wonder where your property tax dollars go in Macedonia?  The attached property 
tax distribution sheet will tell you.  What it tells me is that the City gets approximately 9% or 
nine cents on the dollar!  The City of Macedonia also has the ninth lowest property tax rate out 
of 50 communities in Summit County.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Property Tax 
Distribution 
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Santa Delivery Program – a visit from the North Pole 

 
Each year, in the City of Macedonia, Santa Claus rides the fire truck and delivers Christmas gifts 
to the children of the City.  Please join in the fun and become part of this annual tradition!  
Parents/Guardians who wish to participate are asked to pick up a “special” bag (one per 
household) at either city location listed below.  Upon filling the bag, it can be returned to the 
Macedonia City Center (see below for bag drop off details). 
 

Bag Pick-up 
 

Dates:  November 12, thru December 11, 2009. 
Location: Macedonia Family Recreation Center 
                  1494 E. Aurora Road 
Time:  Monday – Friday 5:30 am to 9:00 pm 
   Saturday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
   Sunday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
 
 
Location:     Macedonia City Center, Main Lobby (enter thru doors by flag poles). 
                  9691 Valley View Road 
        Enter in the main doors by the flag poles! 
Time:        Building is open 24 hours a day. 
 

Bag Drop Off 
 

Dates:   December 1, 2009 thru December 11, 2009 
Location:   Macedonia City Center 
        9691 Valley View Road 
       Enter in the main entrance by the flag poles! 
Time:          7:00 am to 7:00 pm 

 
 
       
 
 

 
 
 

Santa Delivery Dates        Delivery Zones 
Monday, December 14, 2009    Zone 1 & 2 
Tuesday, December 15, 2009               Zone 3 & 4 
Wednesday, December 16, 2009             Zone 5 & 6 
 
Zones can be found on information sheet in gift bag. 

Enjoy the fun of 
interacting with Santa 
on his route through 
Macedonia by joining 
him at 
www.macedonia.oh.us. 
Follow the link to Santa 
and the instructions!! 

Fire Department 
330.468.8339 

Tim Black Chief 
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Fireplaces and Wood 
Burning Stoves 

 
 
 
 
 

 Allow enough clearance between a 
wood burning stove and combustible 
materials such as walls, floors and 
ceiling. 

 A wood stove should be placed on an 
approved stove board to protect your 
floor from heat and hot coals. 

 Make sure the flue is open before 
lighting a fire, and never close the flue 
while a fire is still smoldering. 

 Use a fireplace screen to prevent any 
sparks from reaching out and igniting 
nearby objects. 

 Never use gasoline or lighter fluid to 
start a fire. 

 The immediate area in front of a 
fireplace (approximately 3 feet) should 
not have a rug, carpet or exposed wood 
flooring. 

 When lighting a gas fireplace, strike 
your match first, then turn on the gas. 

 Burn only dry, seasoned wood, and 
dispose of the cooled ashes in a closed 
metal container outside and away from 
your home. 

 Never leave a fire burning unattended 
in the fireplace. 

Portable Space Heaters 
 

 When buying a space heater, look 
for a control feature that 
automatically shuts off the power if 
the heater falls over. 

 Never leave a heater on when you 
are not in the room or when you go 
to sleep, and do not leave children 
or pets unattended around any 
heating source.  Unplug the heater 
when you are not using it. 

 Don’t use an extension cord with 
an electric portable heater.  The 
current to the heater could melt the 
cord and cause a fire. 

 Don’t plug more than one heating 
device into an outlet. 

 Never use electric heaters near 
water – as in your bathroom or 
near a water heater. 

 

 
 
 

State Fire Marshal Reminds Ohioans 
“Heat Homes Safely” 

 
State Fire Marshal Michael P. Bell is reminding Ohioans to focus on fire safety 
when heating their homes this winter and to use extra care if utilizing secondary 
heating sources.  See below… 
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Kerosene Heaters 
 

 Make sure the room has proper 
ventilation. 

 Fill your heater with only crystal 
clear, K-1 kerosene.  Do not use 
any fluid that is not 
recommended for your heater.  
Refuel outside, and only after the 
heater has cooled down. 

 Check the wick every couple of 
weeks during the heating season.  
If the wick is dirty, clean it 
according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

 Because a kerosene heater has a 
constant open flame, it should 
not be used in a room where 
there are flammable solvents, 
aerosol sprays, gasoline or any 
type of oil. 

Propane and Natural Gas 
 

 Like many other efficient fuels, propane 
is highly flammable.  That means it can 
be dangerous if not handled properly. 

 If using a propane fueled heater, make 
sure it is designed for indoor use and 
properly vented.  Read all of the 
manufacturer’s instructions and make 
sure it is properly vented. 

 Do not use propane barbecues (or any 
other type of barbecue) indoors. 

 If you smell gas, do not operate any 
switches, appliances or thermostats.  A 
spark from one of these could ignite the 
gas.  Get everyone outside and away 
from the building.  Shut off the gas 
supply.  Call the fire department from a 
neighbor’s phone. 

 Do not attempt to heat your home by 
opening the door to your natural gas or 
electric oven. 

Generators 
 

 If you have a portable generator, make sure you place it in a well-ventilated area.  
Read the manufacturer’s instructions before using it. 

 Be sure generator fuel is properly and safely stored according to fire regulations.  
Never store fuel or flammable liquids in a basement or near an open flame.  Always 
refuel the generator outdoors and away from any ignition sources. 

 If you choose to have a generator permanently connected to your home’s electrical 
system, make sure a licensed electrician installs it and be sure to notify your electric 
company.  Improperly installed generators can cause multiple types of hazards not 
only for you but for power company workers. 

 
Also, make sure to have working smoke alarms installed on every level of your home and 
inside each sleeping area to alert you in the event of a fire.  Test the batteries on a weekly 
basis. 
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“The Silverdonian                 
                     Connection” 

 
The Silverdonians of Macedonia are a group 

of senior citizens that meet the first Monday of each 
month at Macedonia City Hall.  They gather in the 
Community Room to share an afternoon of good 
friends, good food and hopefully some good 
speakers or a movie!! 
 

Macedonia Seniors that would like to join us 
are welcome, but we do ask that you call us for 
reservations the Wednesday before our luncheon.  
The Village Restaurant in Oakwood is our 
wonderful caterer, and we need to give Sharon a 
total count.  The luncheon starts at 12 noon and 
the speaker begins at 1:00 pm. 
 

The cost is only $3.00 and worth every 
penny!  If you are inte rested in more information 
about our luncheon, please feel free to call Dianne 
at 330-468-8339 or Denise at 330-468-8300. 

Events coming up include… 
Monday – December 7, 2009 

Christmas Party 
Hope you can join us!! 

For more information, check our web 
site: www.macedonia.oh.us 
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Police Department 
330.468.1234 

 Jon Golden, Chief 

Removal of stop light N. Bedford/Ledge 

 
Based on a request from a resident here are some of the reasons the City is removing the 
traffic signal at N Bedford Rd and Ledge Rd. 
 

1. The signal was temporarily installed for the purpose of easing the additional traffic using 
Ledge Road during the Route 82 construction.  

2. Traffic crashes have increased at this intersection due to the traffic signal.  The crashes 
are also more severe. 

3. Speeding has increased on Ledge Road due to this signal.  
4. A permanent signal will cost approximately $20,000 which the City does not have.  
5. A traffic study was done and concluded a signal was only needed while Route 82 was 

under construction.  
6. The intersection has very limited visibility, thereby making it safer as a four way stop. 
7. Environmentally, a traffic signal wastes energy compared to a stop sign.  At a four way 

stop for the majority of time, vehicles can pull up, stop, and then proceed through the 
intersection instead of waiting for the signal to change.  

 
Anyone needing additional information can contact the Chief’s office during business hours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

New Law In Effect – July 1, 2009! 

A new law effective 
July 1st requires every 
driver to turn on their 
head lights when their 
windshield wipers are 
on.  This will increase 
everyone’s visibility 
when it is raining, and 
hopefully reduce 
traffic crashes! 
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Recreation Department 
330.468.8370 

Angela Gmerek, Director 
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Black Friday Fun Day 
Friday, November 27 
6:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
Kids ages 6-12 will enjoy 
spending time at the Rec. Center 
participating in various activities 
such as swimming, games, art & 
crafts and much more! Parents will 
enjoy bargain hunting on Black 
Friday! 

Kids Garage Sale 
Saturday December 5 
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 
Get an early start on holiday shopping! 
Kids will have the opportunity to sell 
their own items. Only Kid’s items 
should be sold. 

Santa’s Mailbox 
November 30 – December 13 

 
A mailbox dedicated to the North Pole 
will arrive in the lobby of the Rec. 
Center on November 30, and Santa has 
promised to respond to each child! 
Letters may be dropped off anytime 
during Rec. Center hours. Parents 
please include a self-addressed stamped 
envelope so that Santa has more time to 
spend in his workshop. All letters must 
be received by December 13 to ensure 
response. 
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Breakfast with Santa 
Friday December 11 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Children can visit with Santa as he drops by to 
spread some holiday cheer! Enjoy cereal, 
doughnuts, and juice or milk. Children will make 
a small craft they can take home.  
 

 
 
 

This event is free and open to the public! Santa will arrive by fire truck 
to the Macedonia Family Recreation Center, which will be transformed 
into a winter wonderland! Activities will include a children’s coloring 
contest, face painting, holiday caroling, refreshments and more! 
 

City of Macedonia Annual Tree Lighting 
Saturday December 5 

6:00 p.m. Outdoor caroling 
6:15 p.m. Arrival of Santa 

6:30 Indoor Activities inside the Rec. Center 
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Service Department 
330.468.8330 

Jim Crevar, Director 
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Rubbish Collection 
Update! 

 
Residents can expect their new (18 
gallon) bin for recycling delivered 
to their home according to the 
following schedule:   
 
If your regular rubbish day is Monday: 
Monday – November 23th 
 
If your regular rubbish day is Tuesday:  
Tuesday – November 24th 
 
If your regular rubbish day is Wednesday: 
Wednesday – November 25th 
 
If your regular rubbish day is Thursday: 
Friday – November 27th 
 
If your regular rubbish day is Friday:  
Saturday – November 28th 
  
REMINDER:  Thanksgiving will delay 
rubbish collection for Thursday and 
Friday by one day. 
  
REMINDER:  Effective December 1st , 
curbside recycling collection starts on 
regular rubbish collection day.     
 
PLEASE CALL 330-468-8324 -  IF YOU 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS 

 

MACEDONIA LEAF COLLECTION  

 
Leaf Pick Up!! 

 
All side streets have received one leaf 
pick-up.  Collection on the main 
streets will be performed next!   
 
Side street collection will resume on 
the south side of town.  See 
www.macedonia.oh.us for the street 
listing to see where your street falls on 
the collection route.   
 
Please do not put  your leaves in the 
street or in drainage ditches.  Thank 
you for your patience. 
 
Deadline for collection:  Please have 
leaves out by 6:00 a.m. on Monday, 
November 30th.  All streets will be 
collected one last time!!  Weather 
permitting.  
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MAILBOXES AND THE WINTER SEASON  

As winter approaches, the Macedonia Service Department is asking residents to examine their 
mailbox and post to determine if it is stable and within the requirements of the United Postal 
Service. It is the responsibility of each resident to ensure that their mailbox is sturdy enough to 
withstand snow and slush being plowed off of the road by City trucks. 

In addition to making sure a mailbox is secure to a sturdy post, residents can also construct a small 
shield out of plywood that would block the forces of plowed snow and slush from hitting and 
possibly damaging the mailbox.  

The City is not responsible for damaged mailboxes that are the result of plowed snow and slush, 
boxes that are too close to the street as defined by postal regulations, or boxes that were not sturdy 
to begin with. The Service Department will only replace a mailbox that has evidence that it was 
physically struck by a City snow plow. The City has the right to judge whether or not mailbox 
damage was caused by a snow plow truck or not. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!!  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE MACEDONIA SERVICE DEPARTMENT AT 330-468-8324.   

 PLEASE DISPLAY ADDRESS ON SNOW SHIELD FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES    
IDENTIFICATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



17 
 

 
In Honor of Those Who Serve…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Support Our Troops 
Remember our Veterans 

 

 
Many of our Macedonia residents are currently 
serving in the Armed Forces.  
 
 On behalf of the City of Macedonia, the 
Macedonia Messenger would like to pay special 
tribute in our upcoming publications.   
 
Please forward information including name, 
where they currently serve and photos if 
available, to Denise Slovan at 
dslovan@macedonia.oh.us or call  
330-468-8300.   
 
Residents who are veterans are also asked to 
please share their names and information as 
well.   
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In Honor of Those Who Serve…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sergeant Matthew Foust 
U.S. Marine Corps 

Active Duty - Afghanistan 

Frank Posar 
Staff Sergeant 

U.S. Army Security Agency 
1964-1968 

Served in 13 countries 
Home base Asmara, Ethiopia 

Ken Turley 
Infantry Soldier 

U.S. Army  
101st Airborne 

1979-1983 


